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ROVIET MIMFLLEARTNG TN THE PORT S5AT0 AREA I3 DEwTEDY  DAQ
CATRD REPARTS THAT A ANNDUNEEMENT BY TASS ON JANARY 3
THAY SNVTET SHIPS Wil BFRIN MINESWEEPING OPPFRATINNG TN DIA and JCS
THE PORT SAID AREa LATFR THIS YEAK HAS BFEN DENIFO BY A
RIGH=RAMKING KELTARLF FGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT DEFICTIAL, THE
EGYPTTAN SAID THE (1,8, KOULD BF ASKED Ty ACCOMPLISH THIS
TARK ONLCFE TaF DECISINS WAS MADF TD BEGTN SWEFP NPERATINONS,
HE AL SN STATFD THAT CAIND HMAS MO INTENTION UOF GRANYIMG THE
SUVIETS USF NF THE WJAVAL FACTLITTES AT PORT SaTn, OTA BFe
LIFVES THE TASS ANHDUNCEMENT wAS DELIGERATELY NEUEPTYTIVE AND
MAY HE RELATED TO AYTEMRTS ©Y THF SOVIETS TO RFESTABLISH
A NAVA| PRESENCE AT PURT SAID, Iwn OWNE SUCH FFFORT, ThHE
SOVIKYT NAVAL ATTACHE IM CATRO SUGGESTEDR NN FERRIJARY 4 THAT
SHIPS FROM SIS LOUMTRY Wiyl d vISIT PORT SATD s004, THE
MEXT DAY THE BEAST GEWMAN NAVAL ATTACHE FALSELY REPORTED THF
ARRIVAL DF 5IX S0VIET MINFSWEEPERS AT PORT SAIN, RECENT
BUVIET ATMESWEEPING FFFURTS IN EGYPTTAN WATFRS HAVE REEN
LIMEITED YO THE STARALT OF GHRAL, ) _
TIRAQwTIRAN SITUATIONY TRANT AND TRANTAN TROOFS HAVE CLASHED
TFOR THFE PAST FFw DAYS T THE SAHMF ARFA WHERE PFIGHTING TOOK PLACE
TN FEABRUARY AND MARLH A YEAR AGO, THE IRAWIAN PRESS SAYSR AN
YRAQY FORCE THAT INCLUDED SOME TANKS AND ARTILLERY #A3 DRIVEN
BACK BY IwAMIAw RORGFR &qun% Tm BAGHUADTYS VFRBTION, THF FIGHTw
HEN NYAN CRUSSFL INTD TRAD, \ \ : 25X 1
IRAD HAD REFN INCREASTNG ITS 25X1
TROOP AHD ARMOR STRENGTH A ONG THE anNRDER SINCE THWFE BEGINMING
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OF THIS MANTH, THE TRAOIS
WERE PREPARING TO RETALIATF AGAINST InAN FOR TWE DOWMIMG OF

THO YRARY AIRCRAFT 1IN NORTHERN IRAD Tn OFCEMBER, THE INTELw
LIGENCE COMMUNITY NOTES THAT IRAQIS APPARENT ATTEMPT TO PLAY
UP ITS DUARREL WITH IRAN MAY HAVE REFA TTHMED wITH THE COMING
VISIT NF wALDHEIM TO YEHMRAN AND RAGHDAN, THE TRANIS ™AY BF
HOPING THE UN WlLi ARSUMF a MORE ACTIVE RULE IN THE DISPUTE,
AS IY NID A YEAR AGO WHENM THE SECURITY COUNCTL TOOK UP THE
158y¥,

S INDOBHAINA SITUATIONS KC GUNNERS YESTERUAY SANK A CAMBODTAN

NAVY BARGE NFAR THE MEKOME RIVFR NARROWS, SOME 25 MILES SOUTHm
FAST OF PHNOM Pedd,  INSURGENT GROUND UNTTS ARE KEFPYWNG HEAVY

T PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT PDSTTTONS ALL ALONG THE RYVER, COMBAT

ACTIVITY IM THE PHNDM PENH AREA NURIMG THE PASY FEW DAYS CAME
LARGEL Y AT YHE LOVERNMENTYS TNITTATIVE, LM THF COUNTRYSTUE,
THE COMMUNISTE MAVE | AUNCHFD FRESH ATTACKS AGATNGT A NUMPER n¥
WIDELY SEPARATEQ PROVINCTAL CAPITALS, BUT GOVERNMENT DEFFNDERS
HAVE REACTED wELL,

LITTLE MILTTARY ACTION WAS REPORTED To SNUTH VIETNAM ON THE FIRSYT

DAY 0OF TET we THE THREE«DAY | UNAR NEW YEAR WAL TOAY ww WHICH
BEGAN TODAY, ONBDING GOVERNMENMT COUNTERATTACK AND MOPPIMNGeUP
OPERATTIONS IN BEVERAL 0OF THE NORTHFRN PROVINPES PROVAKED SOMF
SMALL DLASHES, BUT CASUALTTES HERE LIGHT,

THATCHER WINS LEAUERSHIP QF CUNSERVATIVE PARTY:

REUTER KREPORTS THAT MARGARFT THATCHER TOMAY WOM THE
LEADERSHIP OF BRITAIN'S NRPYSITINN LONSERVATIVE RARTY, THF
FIRSY wOMAN T «0OLD THE POST, THF FORMFR EDUCATION MINTSTER
WDN 148 OF THE 276 TOTAL FLIFI“LF VUTES,
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